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When Hurricanes Strike,
Will Your Building Be Prepared?

When a hurricane strikes, the best protection for the building enclo-
sure is resilient design and diligent upkeep. In the aftermath, the task
for insurance carriers becomes distinguishing between damage caused
by the storm and damage caused by deferred maintenance, poor in-
stallation, or faulty design. This is where documentation becomes criti-
cally important: records of routine, comprehensive building enclosure
assessment and repair establish the condition of facades, windows,
doors, roofs, and plazas before the hurricane and can be used by expert
forensic design teams to establish the likely cause of damage.
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For building owners and managers, this means preparing for
severe weather begins long before the hurricane warning. Engag-
ing an architect or engineer with expertise in building enclosure
systems to conduct a thorough evaluation and provide recommen-
dations for corrective action should be on every building manage-
ment team’s to-do list. With proactive maintenance and meticulous
records, a building is well positioned to weather the storm — and
the insurance claims and repair work that may follow.
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<« Burden of proof

Even when there is no question that a hurricane tore panels

from a facade, building owners and managers still must
demonstrate that the failure resulted from the storm event and

not from lack of maintenance, age, long-term weather exposure,
a faulty previous repair, or incorrect design or installation.

A Protection and planning
Exterior maintenance is especially important in hurricane
zones. Windows must have sufficient strength to resist wind
pressures at all points in the assembly: impact-resistant
glazing, appropriate gaskets and sealant, and anchorage that
accommodates high winds. As part of an annual maintenance
program, inspect for cracks, loose or missing materials, and
insecure components, and make repairs promptly.
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